
July/August 2016July/August 2016

Join us at the
ATRI Convention & Trade Show
in Springfield, IL
September 22, 23, & 24, 2016
All events at the State House Inn

Join us at the
ATRI Convention & Trade Show
in Springfield, IL
September 22, 23, & 24, 2016
All events at the State House Inn

gg  666666July/August 2016JJJJJuuuuuuuullllllllllyyyyyyyyy//////////AAAAAAAAAAuuuuuuuuugggggggggguuuuuuuuuusssssssssttttttttt 222222000000000111111166666666JJJJJJJJJJuuuuuuuullllllllllllyyyyyyyyyy///////////AAAAAAAAAAAuuuuuuuuugggggggggguuuuuuuuuusssssssssttttttttttt 222222222220000000000111111111666666666



Two days of interactive learning, sharing, product training and 
networking with your automotive recycling peers as well as 

Hollander and eBay experts - all with a single focus: Helping you 
achieve greater success in today's challenging environment.

Register Today at
info.HollanderSolutions.com/Summit

or call your Hollander Account Manager 
800-825-0644

Save
The
Date!
August 
11-13, 2016
Minneapolis, 
Minnesota



The ATRI NEWS
ATRI News is an R.J.McClellan, Inc. 
publication. All rights Reserved. The 
ATRI News is published six times per 
year for the Auto & Truck Recyclers of 
Illinois. None of the material in this 
publication necessarily reflects the 
opinion of ATRI, its officers, direc-
tors, staff, members or its Publisher. 
Statements of fact and opinion are 
the responsibility of the author alone.

Articles and letters suitable for pub-
lication will be published in the next 
scheduled newsletter as space per-
mits. Material should be sent to:

Michelle Lechner
Executive Director, ATRI

PO Box 9424
Springfield, IL 62791

illautorecyclers@aol.com

Articles may be edited for length and 
format. 

Throughout this issue, trademarked 
names are used. Rather than place a 
trademark symbol in every occurrence 
of a trademarked name, we state we are 
using the names only in an editorial 
fashion, and to the benefit of the trade-
mark owner, with no intention of in-
fringement of the trademark. Mention 
of trade names, commercial products, 
or techniques does not constitute en-
dorsement or recommendation for use.
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President’s Perspective
By David Anderson, ATRI President

Summer 2016 is upon us, and 
rest assured that your associa-
tion is working hard for you 
and your business’s benefit.  

Number 1 on the agenda 
is the summer meeting 
July 29th in Naperville, IL. 
See the information on page 
6 of this newsletter.  We generally use the summer meeting 
as a social gathering, however the most important part is the 
educational aspects to this meeting.    There are three main 
points for this particular meeting; legal, taxation and succes-
sion.  A phone call or letter from a lawyer regarding a lawsuit 
can really disrupt your business.  We are going to explore 
ways to make your company less attractive to lawsuits and 
structuring your assets to protect them and you and the con-
tinued operation of your most valuable asset, your company.  
Death and taxes are two unavoidable things we encounter in 
life, we will learn to reduce our tax burden and legally pay as 
little of our earnings to the government as possible.  Remem-
ber the comment on death?  Eventually you will die and 
succession planning is a necessity if you wish for the business 
you worked hard for to continue after you are gone.  

Number 2 on the agenda is the Illinois Green Car pro-
gram.  This is the time that Sara audits the businesses to 

make sure we are all in compliance with Illinois EPA, we 
are working on best business practices to keep us clean and 
green.  Clean and green means not only our businesses be-
ing consciences environmentally but also that we are doing 
the best to make us profitable and thus the green.  Keep-
ing your business clean makes for better working conditions, 
happier employees, happier customers and greater profits.

Number 3 on the agenda is the ATRI Convention and 
Trade Show in Springfield, Illinois this September.  The 
ATRI convention is the crowning event where we bring in 
vendors, have a full program of educational seminars for 
employees as well as business managers and owners.  Auto 
recyclers from all around Illinois come together to discuss 
roadblocks to success, solutions, network, and put faces to 
the voices we speak with on the phone each and every day.  
The ATRI convention is a casual event were we all get to let 
loose a little and have fun with each other while also better-
ing our businesses and our industry.

I hope that everyone will take time out of your busy sched-
ule to do what is best for your company, your employees, 
the environment and the Auto Recycling Industry in Illinois.  
I look forward to seeing you all.

David Anderson, ATRI President
I-55 Auto Salvage, Channahon, IL
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I hope my letter finds you 
all enjoying the summer. It 
seems that we went directly 
from “Spring-like” weather to 
the hot, dog days of summer 
rather quickly! You will see 
a lot of information in this 
newsletter, but that is what 
we are here for. It will keep 
you updated and informed 
about what’s happening in the industry today. The state of 
Illinois is still a mess and still without a budget…. The good 
news for us is there is no pending legislation so we can con-
tinue to carry on with our day-to-day operations, with no 
new demands or legalities being thrown at us.

As a matter of fact, ATRI is taking on a rather strong ap-
proach to do a little house cleaning on some old law lan-
guage. It is time to update the Illinois Vehicle code to the 21 
century. Because of nothing being quite set in stone yet, I 
will have to tell you to stay tuned. We will be meeting with 
the Secretary of State’s office here real soon to begin this 
process. By the time the Illinois Convention & Trade Show 
happens in September, the Secretary of State’s Office will be 
presenting, and hopefully sharing, some new and welcomed 
information to you. 

The President of the National Association Mike Swift, and 
others in the industry, were recently in our nation’s capital 
educating both members from the House and Senate about 
the importance of allowing access to data already used in 
the industry. Repairers, insurance, and new car dealers also. 
Please visit www.A-R-A.org.

ATRI is having an education meeting July 29th in Naperville, 
IL at the Arista hotel. A 3 hour presentation will be provided 
by the American Society for Asset Protection. This group 
has a wealth of knowledge to share and you should take 

advantage of this important opportunity to learn all about it. 
The night before this meeting ATRI will be having a social 
event at TOPGOLF which is located directly across from the 
Hotel Arista. 

If you have not experienced TOPGOLF please visit their 
website TOPGOLF.COM to see what it is all about. We will 
be having a contest that evening and the winner will get 
one free admission to this year’s convention and trade show. 
See the registration form on page 6 this newsletter with the 
details. I hope you choose to join us! 

All is underway for the upcoming convention and trade 
show to be held in Springfield, IL during the Route 66 Moth-
er Road Show September 23/24. The State House Inn is the 
host hotel which is located directly across the street from the 
IL State Capital. So much is going on downtown Springfield 
that weekend you won’t want to miss it.

The exhibitor information and registration is in the news-
letter, and more information will be added to our website 
soon. www.illinoisautorecyclers.com. If you have not yet 
sent me your company logo and 50 word description for the 
membership directory please do so. It is a member benefit 
so please take advantage of it.

As I come to a close I want to thank ATRI and all who 
sent me their condolences when my Mother passed away in 
June. My Mother spent the last several years suffering from 
Alzheimer’s/dementia. She was 83 when she passed. She 
was the best Mother ever and will be missed by all. I am glad 
some of you had the opportunity to meet her.

Best Recycling,
Michelle Lechner
Executive Director

Executive’s Viewpoint
By Michelle Lechner, Executive Director



Educational Seminar For ATRI Members
PRESENTED BY:

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR ASSET PROTECTION
Friday, July 29, 2016 9:00AM – Noon (Breakfast provided) $25 per person
Arista Hotel, Naperville, IL
Join us at ?:?? on Thursday Evening at TOPGOLF (Topgolf.com) and play to win one admission to 
the Illinois Convention & Trade Show September 23/24 in Springfield, IL.

Hotel Arista is located at 2139 Citygate Lane • Naperville, IL 60563 • Phone: 800-916-4339 
Mention ATRI for a special rate of $129. Directly across the street from Topgolf.

Please join us for some fun and a wealth of information you all need to know!!!!

What Every Business Owner Needs to Know About Lawsuit Protection, 
Tax Reduction, and Estate Planning 

It takes a lifetime to accumulate your assets. Take 2 hours to protect them.

Problem #1: It is estimated that a lawsuit is filed every 30 seconds in America and there are 
approximately 100 million lawsuits currently pending in the United States.

Solution: We teach business owners how to prevent lawsuits by structuring their assets so 
attorneys will not file a lawsuit against them.

Problem #2: According to the IRS Commissioner, millions of taxpayers are overpaying their taxes 
each year.

Solution: We teach business owners how to reduce their taxes to the legal minimum—saving 
them thousands of dollars each year.

Problem #3: Most business owners do not have an effective estate and business succession 
plan. If not planned for, estate and gift tax consequences can cripple the ongoing 
success of a business during the transfer period.

Solution: We teach business owners how to create a successful estate and business 
succession plan so they can avoid probate and eliminate estate taxes.

COURSE SUMMARY: Is your financial house in order? Discover the tools you can use to become 
invincible to lawsuits, save thousands in taxes, and achieve financial peace 
of mind. By the end of the presentation you will know how to:

1. Protect 100% of your assets from lawsuits. You will learn how to make yourself so unattractive to a 
plaintiff attorney that they will never pursue a lawsuit against you.

2. Save thousands of dollars each year in taxes. You will learn five tax reduction strategies most 
people fail to utilize, which could save you more than $10,000 each year in taxes.

3. Avoid probate and eliminate all estate taxes. You will be taken through a checklist of items that 
are important to every estate and business succession plan. You will learn what you should be 
doing now to prepare for successful business and estate secession.

Mail check payable to ATRI • PO Box 9424 • Springfield, IL 62791 or pay by Credit Card.  Fax: 877/747-7597

Company Name _______________________________________________________How Many? ____________________

Name on Card __________________________________________  CC # _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________  Exp date _______________  3digit code _________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________  Signature ____________________________________

You Don’t
Want to 
Miss This 
Meeting!
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Spring has sprung and along with warm breezes, singing 
birds, and blooming flowers come weeds, mud, and bugs.  
This is a great time to look around your yard with fresh eyes 
and do some serious spring and summer cleaning!  Small 
fixes and small investments in time can make a big differ-
ence: a difference that regulators and customers will notice 
right away.  A clean yard shows you are serious about your 
business.  A clean yard is a compliant yard!

Even if you have been doing regular good housekeeping 
inspections and proper maintenance, there are always things 
that fall through the cracks or are saved for later.  This is 
especially true in winter when it’s cold and miserable out-
side, and when snow covers the ground.  In a primarily out-
door business like an auto recycling facility, spring rains and 
melting snow always make a mess: access roads are muddy, 
neglected or unnoticed leaks are mobilized by stormwater, 
and trash seems to appear out of nowhere.  This is a good 
time of year to walk your yard with extra critical eyes.  Next 
time you walk your yard, pretend you are a customer (Or 
auditor! Or regulator!) and see what pops up.  Notice trash 
accumulating against a fence?  Bare spots or mud in the 
crushed stone?  Drips on the ground?  Unlabeled fluids stor-
age tanks?  Weeds growing against buildings or along access 
roads?  Note any issues you find and add fixing them your 
to-do list.  

First impressions are key for regulators and customers.  
Something as simple as weeding will improve your yard’s 
appearance and curb appeal.  And with warm spring rains 
come weeds!  This is especially true if the crushed stone 
cover is getting thin.  If your vehicles are hiding behind a 
wall of weeds, it’s time to take action.  General purpose, 
household herbicides (such as RoundUp) can be used.  A 
weed whacker is an efficient way to clear weeds.  Smaller 
areas can even be cleared by hand.  

Another common issue we hear about from clients, espe-
cially in the spring, is mud.  Mud seeps up around crushed 
stone and pretty soon the crushed stone is gone and your 
yard is covered in mud.  You can keep adding loads of ex-
pensive crushed stone, or you can prevent it from sinking by 
using special mats or fabrics.  These geotextiles, or landscape 
fabrics, are made so that water drains through them, but soil 
stays underneath and stone stays on top.  Consider laying 
some fabric before your next load of crushed stone, espe-
cially in chronically wet or high traffic areas.  You may save 
money and crushed stone in the long run.

It’s mosquito season!  Mosquitoes and other vectors can 
breed and live anywhere there is standing water.  Vectors are 
animals or insects that carry diseases that can infect humans.  
Waste tires get a bad rap for this.  Long term puddles, stand-
ing water in drainage ways, even birdbaths can be breeding 
ground for mosquitoes.  Walk your yard a day or two after 
it rains.  Are there still puddles?  Some local site grading will 
prevent mosquitoes from breeding.  (This can likely be done 
with a shovel; you may not even need heavy equipment.)  
Ponding water in vehicle trunks?  If trunks and hoods can’t 
close, pull body plugs or drill holes to allow water to drain.  
Keep your yard clean and compliant this spring and all year 
round by making small, routine investments of time and 
money.  It all adds up!

Got Compliance?

Spring Cleaning: 
A Clean Yard is a Compliant Yard
By: Anna Knust, M.S., Staff Geologist, VET Environmental Engineering, LLC
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Annual Reports Due August 15, 2016 - Vehicle recyclers, 
crushers, scrap metal processors or others removing mercury 
switches from end of life vehicles must complete an annual 
report and submit it to the Illinois EPA by August 15, 2016.  
Information to be included in the report includes: 
1. the number of mercury switches the vehicle recycler, 

vehicle crusher, or scrap metal recycler removed from 
end-of-life vehicles; 

2. the number of end-of-life vehicles received by the ve-
hicle recycler, vehicle crusher, or scrap metal recycler 
that contain one or more mercury switches; and

3. the number of end-of-life vehicles the vehicle recy-
cler, vehicle crusher, or scrap metal recycler flattened, 
crushed, shredded, or otherwise processed for recycling.

Annual report forms are accessible at http://www.epa.state.
il.us/mercury/auto-switch/annual-report.pdf.  Please let 
Becky Jayne know if you have any questions.

Becky Jayne is an Environmental Protection Specialist with Illinois 

EPA.  If you have any questions about the Illinois Mercury Switch 

Removal Program, please contact her at either Becky.Jayne@il-

linois.gov, or 217-524-9642. 

Update on Illinois Mercury Switch 
Removal Program

By: Becky Jayne
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Wadley, Georgia
877-247-6629 • Fax: 478-252-9030

Email: ironax@ironax.com

www.ironax.com

OVER 45 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE!

IRONAX 
ENVIRO-
RACK

auto fl uid 
removal and 

dismantling system on the 
market today — complete fl uid removal 

in less than 5 minutes!

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION!
GRAPPLESGRRAAPP

All Enviro-Racks are made in 
America with American steel for 

American-sized cars!

IRONAX PACK BALER
Remote control, automatic cycle. All it takes is ONE minute to bale a car!

IRONAX 
SHEAR 
PACKAGES
All shears feature 360° 
continuous rotation.

Range in length from 40-55 feet. All Lowboy’s are non-ground 

bearing and available in custom lengths to meet your needs!

HIGH QUALITY LOWBOY TRAILERS!
The Auto & Truck Recyclers of Illinois Convention & Trade 
Show “Nostalgia” will be held September 22-24, 2016 in 
Springfield, IL during the Route 66 Mother Road show. 

Highlights include: 
•	 Golf Outing on Thursday afternoon
•	 Past Presidents Reception on Friday evening
•	 Mike Kunkel is back by popular demand. 
•	 Located down town Springfield during the Route 66 

Mother Road Show with lots of cars, music, food and 
activities for everyone’s enjoyment. 

Our host hotel, The State House Inn, is located directly 
across from the Illinois State Capitol. 

The State House Inn - an Ascend Collection Hotel
101 East Adams Street - Springfield, Illinois 62701 
Reservations: 217-528-5100/844-251-7757 
Make your reservations before August 22, 2016 for a 
discounted rate of $99.00.

For more information contact Michelle Lechner 877-880-
2874. Join us for a fun filled weekend of networking, edu-
cation and a lot of fun!!! Watch your mail for the attendee 
registration!

ATRI Convention 
& Trade Show 
“Nostalgia”
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* * Save the Date! * *

Tentative Schedule*

Thursday, September 22, 2016
 1:00 Golf Outing
  • Long Bridge Golf Course

Friday, September 23, 2016
 8:00 – 9:00  Consulting - Why do we need it? 
 10:10 – 11:00 • U-Pull-It
  • Parts Trader
 11:10 – noon • Hybrid Yards  
  • Cores/Commodities
 Noon Lunch
 1:00 – 1:50 • Buyers numbers Increase sales 

through purchasing
  • Vet Environmental/IEPA
 2:00 – 2:50  P&L The Profit and Loss Report
 2:10 – 2:50  Old Timers Round Table
 3:00 – 3:50  Production - What to Warehouse 

and what to leave in the vehicle
 4:00 – 4:50  • Bid Buddy Setup 
   • Social Media Training
 5:00  TRADE SHOW OPENS
  PAST PRESIDENTS RECEPTION

Saturday, September 24, 2016
 9:00 – 9:50 • Sales Basic 
   • HR Expectations & Responsibility
  • Hollander
 10:00 – 10:50  • Sales - Extended Warranties
   • Insurance 
   • Pinacle  
 11:00 – 11:50 • Sales - Brokering Parts 
   • How to buy cars with no title 
  • Car-part.com
 Noon – 3:00  Trade Show Opens/Lunch on 

the Trade show floor. Trade Show 
open to the public last hour of the 
Trade Show. This information has 
been made public due to the Rt 
66 Mother Road Show taking place 
during our convention and trade 
show.

* Schedule subject to change.

Auto & Truck Recyclers of Illinois 
Convention & Trade Show: Nostalgia 
September 23 & 24, 2016
nos·tal·gia  (noun) -  a wistful affection for the past, typically for a period 
 or place with happy personal associations.

Hotel Information
State House Inn
101 East Adams Street • Springfield, IL 62701 US
Reservations: 844-251-7757 
Mention the ATRI Convention when calling.
Room rate is $99 until August 22, 2016.

A stay at The State House Inn, an Ascend Hotel 
Collection Member places you in the heart of 
Springfield, walking distance from Illinois State 
Capitol and Illinois State Museum. This hotel is within 
close proximity of Old State Capitol and Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum.
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Member News:
In Memory of Joan C. (Nelson) Wiessing
September 13, 1932 - June 3, 2016
Mother of ATRI Executive Director, Michelle Lechner

Joan C. (Nelson) Wiessing, 83, of 
Springfield, died at 6:50 am, Friday, 
June 3, 2016 at Regency Nursing Care. 

She was born September 13, 1932 
in Chicago to Charles and Catherine 

Dolan Sehy. She married John “Jack” 
Nelson on June 28, 1952 and he pre-
ceded her in death on September 20, 
1983. She later married William Wiess-
ing and he preceded her in death on 
November 10, 2008.

Survivors include two daughters, Mi-
chelle Lechner of Springfield, Margaret 
(Ken) Hahn of Rockford; one son, Mi-
chael J. Nelson of Springfield, six grand-
children, Jack (Jamie) Nelson, Brianna 
Bowles, Nicholas Young, Erin (Donny) 
Hahn Foster, Shannon Hahn (Matt) 
McGraw and Sean (Stephanie) Hahn 
and ten great grandchildren.

Joanie was a wonderful mother and 
worked as a secretary for the Plumb-
ing, Heating & Cooling Contractors of 
Illinois.

A Memorial Gathering and a Funeral 
Mass was held on Monday, June 13, 
2016 at Christ the King Church with 
Reverend Richard Chiola officiating.

In lieu of flowers memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Foundation.

Theodore “T.J”  John Zalon 
Born April 29, 2016 
Son of ATRI Board Member Andy Zalon 
and Lauren Zalon of C&J Auto Parts, Inc.

Congratulations to the Zalon Family, Andy, 
Lauren, Madison, & Theo! 

Theo weighed 9 lbs - 4 oz and was 22 inches long.  
That’s a keeper!!!
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As a small business owner, there is obviously a lot of time 
spent on providing a good experience for your client. One 
aspect of running a company that can get lost on many 
business owners is the unwritten covenant there is to take 
also care of yourself, both health wise, as-well-as financially 
- these are intertwined.

Running a business is stressful! What causes some of the 
biggest stress on a business owner … how about manag-
ing your financial health? Your income vs. your expenses, 
including any debt you might need to run a business and ul-
timately pay off. We are naturally stressed by debt because it 
is an I.O.U., something we owe to another, and most are not 
comfortable with this situation over a long period of time, 
especially as we become seasoned. Sometimes debt leads to 
risky behavior, which can lead to making unwise or unstable 
business decisions that can negatively affect the business. 
It is almost impossible to run a business without debt, so 
what is the best approach to debt…think S.M.A.R.T.!  Being 
SMART can lead you to a financially healthy business and a 
better income for yourself and your employees.

Here is an easy way to focus on, and remember good debt 
habits:
S = Satisfy dumb debt first; credit cards, high interest loans, 

unfavorable terms or tax treatment
M =  Maturity matters; pay-off short term obligations first, or 

refinance if favorable
A =  Accounts in good standing; keep them that way and 

continue to pay on time. For accounts in collection 
status, try to pay the minimum, but they are already 
affecting your credit score

R =  Interest rates; pay-off the highest, keep the lowest, refi-
nance where possible

T =  Tax benefits; it itemizing, keep the liability who’s inter-
est can be entered into the Schedule A

All businesses are unique relative to the amount of debt that 
they need to take on, and to be able to manage. Businesses 
in the entertainment world such as Six Flags or the Marriott 
properties will often sport astronomical debt ratios that are 
due to the nature of the capital requirements to own and 
develop properties. Other businesses like Starbucks will have 
much more “reasonable” levels of debt. You are all experts re-
garding your business and the needs of the business to attract 
and service your clients in general, yet here are some desir-
able parameters to keep in mind about the debt you do have 
to make sure it does not become an unreasonable burden:

Debt Service Ratio: Annual debt payments divided by 
annual take home – shoot for less than 45%

Overlooked Aspects of Financial Health
By Jim Weaver, The Burnham Group at Morgan Stanley

Mon - Fri
8am - 5pm 900 North Main Street

Montgomery, IL 60538
E-mail: stafrdused@aol.com
Local #: 630-892-4218

AUTO PARTS & RECYCLING
Serving Illinois and Beyond Since 1946

800-437-1770

Visit our website
www.staffordsautoparts.com

We
Warranty
ALL Our
Parts!
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This ratio is looking at the payments 
necessary to satisfy certain debt relative 
to the net income your business pro-
duces, or your take-home-pay, depend-
ing on how the business is financially 
constructed. For example, if annual 
take-home pay is $100,000, the annual 
debt payment for capital equipment is 
desirable when kept under $45,000. 
When payments exceed 50% of avail-

able free income, your stress-load can 
also increase substantially.

Debt-To-Asset Ratios: This is your 
total debt divided by your total as-
sets – shoot for less than 50%

In this case, the ratio is instead compar-
ing your total debt and divides it by all 
available assets. If, for example, all debt 

is $300,000, and total assets add up 
to $800,000, that equates to a ratio of 
37.50%. In this example, your bank will 
appreciate it, and your own financial 
health will as well.

You are working hard to service and 
keep your clients. Remember that you 
also owe it to yourself to stay healthy 
so that you and your company can de-
liver a good client experience year af-
ter year. By respecting the proper role 
that debt can have in allowing you to 
run and grow a profitable business, and 
adhering to basic debt management 
guidelines, you can minimize some of 
the stress of running a business and put 
that energy back into the enjoyment of 
the business, earning income, and life 
in general.

The best in financial health,

Jim Weaver
Financial Advisor, 
Certified Financial Planner™ 
Professional
The Burnham Group at Morgan 
Stanley

Berlinsky Scrap Corp.
Joliet, IL

815-726-4334

Car-Part.com
Ft. Wright, KY

800-347-2247/859-344-1925

Chicago Industrial Catalytic
Lincolnshire, IL
312-914-6666

Counts Business Consulting, LLC
Austin, Tx

512-653-6915

Deigan & Associates, LLC
Lake Bluff, IL
847/578-5000

E & R Towing
Markham

708-333-7300

Hollander, A Solera Company
Plymouth, MN 
800-825-0644

Insurance Auto Auctions
Westchester, IL 
708-492/7000

KB Cores
Kankakee, IL

815-929-1662 

Legend Smelting &  
Recycling, Inc.

Joliet, IL
800-697-5556

Marty Satz Insurance
St. Louis, MO
800-449-1151

Jim Weaver - The Burnham Group
at Morgan Stanley

Chicago, IL
312-827-6651

Market Financial Group
Shaumburg, IL
847-398-7060 

Panhandle Converters Recycling
Wood Dale, IL
855-752-0393

Phoenix Automotive Cores
Phoenix, AZ

602-415-9166

Rand-Tec Insurance Agency, Inc.
Vernon Hills, IL
847-996-3859

Recycle Technologies, Inc.
Wood Dale, IL
630-350-8909

Rescue Tire Recycling
Gurnee, IL

847-623-2323

Snyder Insurance Co.
Bloomington, IL
309-275-9987

United Recyclers Group
Centennial, CO
303/367-4391

VET Environmental Engineering, LLC
Sara Rae Hamidovic, PE CHMM 

Bloomington, IN
812-327-2838

Waubonsee Community College
Sugar Grove

630-466-2331

Young Insurance Agency
Rockford, MI

616-214-4238

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Please patronize all our Associate Members who generously support ATRI 

throughout the year.
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Most of us are taking a look at what we need to do to make 
our lives “easier” “better” or to have “more quality time.” This 
is when it may be the time for you to look at some of your 
policies, procedures and programs.  Which ones are making 
your lives easier or better? What are you doing at your yard 
just because “that’s the way we have always done it!”  I like 
to tell my customers “just because that’s the way you have 
always done it, does not mean that you are doing it right!” 

I have been in this industry a LONG TIME. You know when 
you have been in the automotive industry a LONG TIME 
when your husband is having his knee replaced and right 
before surgery the Dr. says “Hospital policy says I have to 
ask his spouse: which knee are we replacing?” and my reply 
was “passenger side!” 

The reason I shared this story (besides the fact that it’s funny!) 
is that it shows how we get complacent in everyday things. I 
know that each and every one of you reading this has either 
heard or said:
•	 We don’t broker 
•	 We don’t do aftermarket
•	 We don’t want cores back
•	 We don’t deliver
•	 We don’t need eCommerce, images, instant messaging 

or anything to do with a computer

Well, I have to tell you this: WELCOME to the REAL 
WORLD! 

I am 50 years old and did not know how to use a lap top 
when I came to work at Car-Part.Com.  I am going to tell you 
“I hate windows 8!” But, that does not mean I am going to stop 
learning new things. My motto “it’s not a day worth living if 
you don’t learn something new” should actually be the name 
of this article.  I now use a laptop, a tablet with windows 8 and 
carry 2 smart phones. Why? Because I know that in this world 
of technology I am going to have to adapt or get left behind. 

Don’t broker or do aftermarket? We now live in a world of 
instant gratification. If a customer needs a part and I don’t 
have it I am going to push an F key and see who does. I am 
going to buy it, mark it up and get it to that customer so that 
he keeps calling my yard. 

Don’t want cores back? Read my article in last month’s Pow-
er Source – cores are now a way of life. Not a big messy pile 
out back. 

Don’t deliver? Every time someone tells me that I ask if they 
will bring me a $1000 engine to a shop that is 20 miles away.  
I have received the same answer every time! “Sure I will!”  
Then you do deliver! You just need to set up parameters of 
delivery areas and dollar amounts. 

Don’t need a computer and all of that “new” stuff that goes 
along with it? Back to the instant gratification – another yard 
is not going to be kept on hold if he can click on your car-
part bubble and give you a P.O. for a part. A body shop or 
repair shop is not going to go back inside and look up each 
and every part if he can log onto Car-Part PRO and order 
the parts while he is standing next to the car. No pictures? 
Well, if you like sending someone out back 20 times a day 
to look at a vehicle instead of clicking on the picture, I guess 
that’s your decision. 

That’s the Way We Have Always Done it!
By Theresa Colbert
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Business Name _____________________________________

Contact Name ______________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City ______________________________________________

State_______________ Zip ___________________________

County ___________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________

Fax ______________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________

Website __________________________________________

Type of Business Activities
(CHECK ALL THAT APPLY)

q Recycler q New Parts 

q Body Shop q Automotive Mechanics

q Towing q Import Vehicles

q Domestic Vehicles q Light Truck

q Other _________________________________

Investment
q 1-4 Employees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $250

q 5-9 Employees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $375

q 10 + Employees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500

q Associate  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $250

 Amount Remitted  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $ ____________________

Mail Completed Form to
Auto & Truck Recyclers of Illinois

PO Box 9424 • Springfield, IL 62791
Fax: 217/787-2276

Email: ILLAutoRecyclers@aol.com
QUESTIONS CALL:  877.880.2874

ATRIATRI

Auto & Truck 
Recyclers of 

Illinois

Application for Membership
Please print or type

Actually, all of this is your decision. You, as a yard owner 
or manager has to decide if you are going to use the tools 
available to you or if you are going to keep “doing things the 
way we have always done it.” You don’t have to make all 
the decisions at once. Pick one thing to change and try it. If 
that works, try another. If something does not work for your 
business, you still learned from the experience. 

As always, if I can help you in any way with moving your 
business forward in these areas, drop me an email: There-
saC@Car-Part.Com 

Thanks and have a great month!

Theresa Colbert is an on-the-ground representative for Car-Part.

com. She goes into the dismantling yards and helps the customers 

decide which of the products in the Car-Part suite best fits their 

needs. With her background in aftermarket and from working 

“on the recyclers side of the counter” Theresa is a firm believer in 

our industry and the value that recycled parts have. With over 

23 years of industry experience, she has seen the auto recycling 

world from almost every point of view. Theresa speaks at industry 

trade shows, give classes to recyclers and writes a monthly articles 

for trade publications. 

Theresa Colbert 

Car-Part.Com • 859-802-2382



Illinois Green Car Program (Illinois Certified Automotive Recyclers)
Illinois Green Car recognizes and certifies that the member meets certain criteria in terms of environmental 
impact, safety, licensing and other regulatory standards as well as general business practices. This 
program is endorsed by the Illinois EPA and is cost effective. For just $50 a year, you can become CAR 
certified through the National Association. ATRI has an established a working relationship with the Illinois 
EPA so if you have questions for them but don’t want to call, ATRI will be glad to make the call and 
provide you the answers.

ATRI Executive Director is a lobbyist for the association and engages legislative issues pertaining 
to Illinois auto recyclers. Through the Executive Director, ATRI engages in lobbying efforts and has 
established relationships with government agencies including the Secretary of State of Illinois.

Education and Training Opportunities
ATRI provides training throughout the year. Additionally, ATRI provides educational programs, social 
events, yard tours, and networking with fellow recyclers.

Opportunities to network, share and learn from other recyclers. See what works and what                             
does not.

ATRI Newsletter is published 6 times a year
The newsletter is currently mailed to all recyclers in Illinois. The newsletter includes industry news, a 
complete listing of the membership, updates on legislative and environmental issues and lots of other 
interesting information I am sure you will find useful in your day-to-day business operations.

Auto & Truck Recyclers Convention and Trade Show held annually
This event rotates around Illinois. This event is designed to bring recyclers and vendors together from 
all over to network, educate, and provide and encourage camaraderie. We invite our fellow recyclers 
from surrounding states to attend our convention and trade show, which clearly makes our convention a 
regional show like none other.

Website and staff accessibility, www.illinoisautorecyclers.com
•	 All	members	are	listed	on	the	website	with	all	of	your	information,	including	a	link	to	your				

website, if available.
•	 Newsletter	archives
•	 Calendar	of	Events,	as	they	are	scheduled.
•	 Parts	Search,	an	opportunity	for	each	member	to	sell	parts.
•	 Suppliers	list,	a	complete	list	of	suppliers,	associate	members	of	ATRI.
•	 All	contact	information	for	the	ATRI	Board	of	Directors	and	Staff.
•	 Staff	accessible	to	answer	all	your	questions,	or	find	the	answer	for	you.
•	 Information	friendly,	ask	ATRI	to	email	the	membership	with	an	article	or	question	you	may	have.

ATRI is a member of the Automotive Recyclers Association, the National association for 
auto recyclers. ATRI is active by participating at the ARA conventions and sharing that information with 
ATRI Members.

All Illinois recyclers encouraged to join ATRI and make a 
difference by getting involved.  Support your state association 

and reap the great benefits of the membership.

ATRIATRI
Discover the Benefits 

of Being an ATRI Member!
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ATRI Direct Members

Please note that if you don’t see your company name listed in this issue, 
you are not a current member in good standing with ATRI.

Join ATRI TODAY and see what we can accomplish together!

111 Salvage, LLC 
Granite City 

618-344-9922

A Affordable Auto Parts, Inc.
Joliet

815-722-9072

A&A Midwest Rebuilders Suppliers, 
Inc.

Blue Island
773-624-6111

ABC Auto Parts & Sales, Inc.
Riverdale

800-458-7838/708-389-1456

Aero Auto Parts
Chicago

800-371-2620/773-483-2625

Ashley’s U-Pick-A-Part
Joliet, IL 

815-460-3692 

Auto Parts City, Inc.
Gurnee

847-244-7171

Available Auto Parts
Decatur

800-252-0780/217-877-1000

B-Auto Parts
East St. Louis
800-851-3157

BC Automotive, Inc.
Zion

800-452-6768/847-746-8056

Bill Smith Auto Parts, Inc.
Danville

800-252-3005

Bionic Auto Parts & Sales, Inc.
Chicago

800-626-9618/773-489-6020

Bi-Rite Auto Inc.
Springfield, IL
217-753-1086

Broadway Auto Salvage
Braceville

815-237-8747

Bryant Industries U-Pull  
Auto Parts

Danville
217-431-0551

Calumet City Auto Wreckers
Calument City

708-68-6390 fax: 708-868-8925

C & J Auto Parts, Inc.
Chicago

800-783-8121/773-523-8121

City Auto Wreckers
Aurora

630-898-2900

Collins Truck Parts, Inc.
Tamaroa

618-496-5003

 Coultas Recycling Company
Danville

217-443/0510

Dan’s Used Auto Parts
Carterville

800/645-1425

Deactur Auto Parts, Inc
Decatur, IL

217/877-4371

Elgin Super Auto Parts
Elgin

847-695-4000

Fierge Auto Parts
Quincy

217-224-3000

Grand Street Auto parts
Alorton, IL

618-857-2006

I-55 Auto Salvage, Inc.
Channahon

815-467-2938

Island City Auto Recyclers, Inc
Wilmington

815-476-9556

LKQ Corporation
Chicago

954-492-9092/877-557-2677

LKQ A-Reliable - Blue Island
Blue Island

708-612-0180

LKQ A-Reliable - U-Pull It North
Chicago

708-239-4370

LKQ Heavy Duty Core - Chicago
Lansing

800-621-4394

LKQ Metro Auto Parts - Caseyville
Caseyville

618-345-9659

LKQ Pick Your Part - Chicago Heights
Chicago Heights
800-962-2277

LKQ Pick Your Part - Rockford
Rockford

800-962-2277

LKQ Pick Your Part - You Pull It
Dixmoore

800-962-2277

LKQ Watseka - Geiger Truck Parts
Watseka

815/432-4944

Mack’s Auto Recycling, Inc.
Urbana

217-367-6219

Mullins Auto Parts
Mt. Olive

217-999-2030

Neal Auto Parts
Peoria

309-673-7404 

New Cats Auto Parts
Chicago

773-947-0500

Rebuiltcars
Naperville

630-527-0524

Rhodes Auto S/S/S, Inc.
Streator

815-673-3737/800-548-9151

River Valley Auto & Truck Parts
Kankakee, IL

815-936-0406

Rockford Auto Parts, Inc.
Rockford

815-964-3396

St. Louis U-Pic-A-Part
Washington Park

618/293-6670

Scotty’s Auto Parts
Virginia

800-346-4540/217-452-3081

Shelby & Sons Inc
West Frank Fort
618-932-3083

Speedway Auto, Ltd.
Joliet

800-437-8733/815-726-0666

Stafford’s, Inc.
Montgomery

800-437-1770/630-896-1342

Tom’s Auto, Inc. 
Hainsville

847/546-5422

Wood River Auto Parts
Cottage Hills, IL
618-259-6432

Y-Yard Auto and Truck, Inc.
Effingham

217-536-6116
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